
 
2015 EMPOWERED YOUTH 

HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH, MUSIC, AND BIBLE QUIZ COMPETITION RULES 
 
HOW TO REGISTER 
 
Send your application to: 
 Dr. Jeff Voegtlin 
 Empowered Youth Competition 
 86 East Oak Hill Road 
 Chesterton, Indiana 46304 
 
All contestants must meet the standards of dress, appearance, and conduct as held by Fairhaven Baptist 
College.  Contestants should refrain from following worldly fashions.  It will be necessary to discount 
points and even disqualify individuals or ensembles that fail to meet standards of dress as follows: 
 

Boys should not have long hair, beards, or mustaches.  Hair must be off the collar 
and ears and should not be excessively thick.  Young men should wear a suit or 
sport coat and tie. 

 
Girls must wear nice, modest dresses or skirts.  The length must not be shorter than 
the bottom of the knee, and blouses may not be low-cut or open.  Immodest slits in 
skirts and dresses are NOT permissible, and clothing must not have openings which 
would be immodest in any way while walking, sitting, or standing.  Clothing should 
be loose fitting – NO tight clothing will be permitted. 

 
There will be a penalty of up to 5 points for disregarding the time limit in any of the categories. 
 
The judges, upon counsel with the coordinator, reserve the right to disqualify any contestant on the 
basis of performance or selection. 
 
AWARDS AND TROPHIES 
 
Competition for grades 7-8 is to win a trophy.  Competition for grades 9-12 is for a scholarship.  All 
first-place contest winners in preaching, speech, vocal solo, piano, and instrumental solo will receive a 
$1,500 scholarship to Fairhaven Baptist College as well as a beautiful trophy.  The winner of each 
category must score an average of at least 85 points to receive the scholarship.  Scholarships may be 
won each year with a maximum of two times per category.  Contestants can compete to win 
scholarships each year they are in grades 9-12.  
 

1. Preaching 
2. Bible story 
3. Vocal solo 
4. Piano solo 
5. Orchestral instrument solo (strings, brass, and woodwind) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RULES FOR EACH CATEGORY 

 
PREACHING 9th-12th 

 
1. Entry shall be restricted to young men. 
2. Contestants may only use the authorized King James Version of the Bible. 
3. Each contestant shall prepare a sermon limited to 8-11 minutes. 
4. The contestant must prepare an original topical sermon. A copy of the outline may be taken to the 

pulpit. 
5 Each contestant shall present three copies of his typewritten sermon outline (with his name on each 

one) to the judge at the time of delivery. 
6. Other contestants and spectators are encouraged to attend the preaching sessions. 
7. Contestants will be judged on content, pulpit manner, and delivery. 
 

PREACHING 7th-8th 
 
All rules are the same, but sermon length should be limited to 4-6 minutes.  
 

BIBLE STORY 
 

(Bible Story 9th-12th) 
 

1. Entry is open to young men and ladies. 
2. Each Bible story is limited to 7-9 minutes. 
3. While visual aids may be used, a Bible story that can captivate an audience without the use of a 

visual aid will receive a better score. 
4 The lesson must be a story or event from the Bible, written by the student.  All settings, characters, 

and explanations in the lesson must be Biblically and historically accurate.  All Scriptures used 
must be memorized.  Notes may not be used for delivery. 

5. The story must be prepared and delivered on the level of children, ages 8-12. 
6. Each contestant must present three typewritten copies of his outline (with his name on each one) to 

the judges at the time of delivery.  The outline should include a concise, written out introduction 
and conclusion.  Sources used should also be duly noted.  Also, include the text of quoted 
Scripture. 

7. Contestants will be judged on a variety of speaking elements.  Refer to the judging form for 
grading guidelines. 

 
(Storytelling 7th-8th) 

 
1. Entry is open to young men and ladies. 
2. Stories should be of the practical “Aunt Carolyn” type.  The story selection should not be a 
 series. 
3. There is a 4-7 minute time limit. 
4. Storybooks/pictures should be used as visuals. 
5. Contestants should present one copy of the story to the judges at the time of delivery. 
6. Contestants will be judged on a variety of speaking elements.  Refer to the judging form for grading 

guidelines. 
 

MUSIC 9th-12th 

 
1. Each ensemble must register by filling out the group competition application form. 
2. Soloists and ensembles will perform one memorized piece not to exceed 5 minutes in performance 

time. 



3. All pieces should be sacred or patriotic.  Contemporary Christian music, “Christian” rock, jazz, 
country, or any music with elements of the above will be disqualified. 

4. Original arrangements will be accepted if written out and performed as written. 
5. No ensemble or solo may perform the same selection in two consecutive years. 
6. Each contestant shall provide his own accompanist.  Taped accompaniments will not be allowed.  

Contestants should not be their own accompanist.  If an accompanist is needed, please contact us no 
less than one month in advance. 

7. Three copies of the music must be provided for the judges with measures numbered, beginning with 
the first full measure.  The director or student must submit these to the judges at performance time.  
Failure to do so will result in disqualification. 

8. No extreme or unnecessary body movement or choreography will be permitted. 
 

MUSIC 7th-8th 

 
 All rules are the same as above except that individuals and groups in grades 7-8 do not need to have 

their music memorized; however, they must still provide three copies of music for the judges. 
 

BIBLE QUIZ 
 
1. Each church is allowed one Bible quiz team for grades 7-8 and one for grades 9-12. 
2. Each team should consist of four team members with one being the alternate. 
3. Teams will be quizzed on the book of I Timothy and simple general Bible knowledge.  
4. The rotation of books is as follows:  Galatians, Ephesians, I Thessalonians, I Timothy, II Timothy 

and James. 


